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the haven of peace may be for which all mankind
longs with an intense and increasing longing."

The purpose of the Note was not at first detected
among the Allied peoples. The Allied Governments
judged more wisely. They saw Mr. Wilson's purpose.
They realized that he was being forced towards a
breach with Germany, and that he must make certain
in his own mind and the mind of his people that the
cause for which the Allies fought was consistent
with American ideals. Accordingly they received
his Note with a true appreciation of its meaning,
and patiently and temperately set forth their answer.
In the friendliest spirit they declined to state their
aims in detail since these could not be formulated
until the hour for negotiations arrived. But they
associated themselves wholeheartedly with the pro-
ject of a League of Nations of which the President
wrote. The American Note met with no response
from Germany.

There come moments in the middle of any great
toil when it is desirable for the good of the toiler's
soul that he straighten his back and look round.
Respice ftnem is the best traveller's maxim. Without
a constant remembrance of the goal the pilgrim may
find the rough places impassable, and will be prone
to stray from the road. The value of Mr. Wilson's
intervention was that it caused the Allies to reflect
upon the deeper purpose of the war. It emphasized
the essential idealism of their cause, which had
become dim in many minds from that preoccupation
with detail which a desperate contest induces. For
the remainder of the war the question of ultimate
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